
Field 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007old
a

2007new
a 2008

All surveyed fields 206,152 214,041 212,830 211,845 216,816 224,012 226,198 232,451

    Science and engineering 191,809 198,485 196,821 195,664 199,651 206,880 209,997 216,454

        Science 124,774 128,345 129,685 130,677 132,515 135,892 138,285 141,825

            Agricultural sciences 5,253 5,360 5,304 5,011 4,828 4,895 4,969 5,129

            Biological sciences 23,819 24,684 24,950 25,598 26,203 26,464 26,639 26,638

                Anatomy 411 408 394 433 449 439 414 365

                Biochemistry 2,644 2,847 2,830 2,824 2,820 2,867 2,809 2,604

                Biology 4,892 5,103 5,195 5,411 5,671 5,535 5,396 5,592

                Biometry/epidemiology 1,074 1,164 1,190 1,229 1,292 1,429 1,540 1,710

                Biophysics 599 647 706 732 758 772 750 669

                Botany 856 817 766 783 785 814 787 755

                Cell biology 2,429 2,509 2,568 2,734 2,865 2,892 2,943 2,997

                Ecology 649 666 682 711 701 759 714 722

                Entomology/parasitology 575 560 564 499 498 490 490 482

                Genetics 773 826 814 804 802 830 813 816

                Microbiology/immunology/virology 2,287 2,212 2,197 2,193 2,142 2,112 2,070 1,996

                Nutrition 786 787 752 752 783 839 751 727

                Pathology 597 544 563 546 549 545 539 533

                Pharmacology 1,291 1,353 1,362 1,311 1,264 1,251 1,243 1,208

                Physiology 1,000 1,104 1,084 1,028 1,031 1,010 1,140 1,241

                Zoology 613 549 518 537 479 456 451 357

                Biological sciences, nec 2,343 2,588 2,765 3,071 3,314 3,424 3,789 3,864

            Communication
a ne ne ne ne ne ne 1,679 1,949

            Computer sciences 23,743 22,858 21,962 21,689 21,953 23,152 22,843 23,746

            Earth, atmospheric, and ocean sciences 6,194 6,314 6,329 6,106 6,037 5,953 5,719 5,978

                Atmospheric sciences 618 682 642 657 606 615 647 780

                Geosciences 3,268 3,283 3,313 3,174 3,093 3,064 3,030 3,060

TABLE 34.  Male full-time graduate students in science, engineering, and health fields in all institutions, by detailed field: 2002–08

                Oceanography 1,074 1,096 1,069 1,054 1,044 997 982 974

                Earth/atmospheric/ocean sciences, nec 1,234 1,253 1,305 1,221 1,294 1,277 1,060 1,164

            Family and consumer science/

              human science
a ne ne ne ne ne ne 271 325

            Mathematical sciences 8,807 9,488 9,728 10,081 10,244 10,548 10,334 10,732

                Mathematics/applied mathematics 7,414 7,957 8,156 8,339 8,499 8,698 8,477 8,681

                Statistics 1,393 1,531 1,572 1,742 1,745 1,850 1,857 2,051

            Multidisciplinary/interdisciplinary studies
a ne ne ne ne ne ne 1,078 1,335

            Neuroscience
a na na na na na na 693 868

            Physical sciences 19,816 21,014 21,790 22,060 22,328 22,309 22,188 22,378

                Astronomy 654 692 733 756 765 786 785 836

                Chemistry 10,420 10,852 11,128 11,336 11,389 11,266 11,195 11,215

                Physics 8,577 9,286 9,775 9,816 10,017 10,088 10,069 10,113

                Physical sciences, nec 165 184 154 152 157 169 139 214

            Psychology 9,303 9,414 9,989 9,866 9,823 10,388 10,243 10,509

                Clinical psychology 2,344 2,313 2,357 2,449 2,294 2,383 2,392 2,336

                Psychology, general 3,230 3,442 3,675 3,556 3,538 3,651 3,589 3,643

                Psychology, nec 3,729 3,659 3,957 3,861 3,991 4,354 4,262 4,530

            Social sciences 27,839 29,213 29,633 30,266 31,099 32,183 31,629 32,238

                Agricultural economics 1,212 1,231 1,150 1,068 1,054 1,060 1,008 1,062

                Anthropology (cultural/social) 2,189 2,234 2,115 2,134 2,219 2,288 2,294 2,347

                Economics (except agricultural) 6,246 6,395 6,397 6,250 6,488 6,459 6,538 6,657

                Geography 1,684 1,774 1,850 1,822 1,791 1,802 1,802 1,866

                History and philosophy of science 232 267 309 315 335 407 375 455

                Linguistics 797 830 840 920 913 921 843 897
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TABLE 34.  Male full-time graduate students in science, engineering, and health fields in all institutions, by detailed field: 2002–08

                Political science 8,921 9,532 10,073 10,692 11,140 11,506 11,417 11,488

                Sociology 2,323 2,391 2,270 2,430 2,456 2,501 2,486 2,618

                Sociology/anthropology 202 199 195 199 202 183 137 139

                Social sciences, nec 4,033 4,360 4,434 4,436 4,501 5,056 4,729 4,709

        Engineering 67,035 70,140 67,136 64,987 67,136 70,988 71,712 74,629

            Aerospace engineering 2,591 2,790 2,789 2,779 2,849 2,980 2,980 3,156

            Agricultural engineering 551 621 577 583 591 603 603 675

            Architecture
a na na na na na na 2,341 2,909

            Biomedical engineering 2,477 2,959 3,135 3,229 3,456 3,619 3,631 3,888

            Chemical engineering 4,613 4,604 4,562 4,363 4,366 4,345 4,500 4,671

            Civil engineering
a 9,201 9,592 9,427 9,074 8,905 9,831 7,898 8,372

            Electrical engineering 22,884 23,361 21,645 21,090 22,156 23,458 23,579 23,787

            Engineering science 1,137 1,406 1,363 1,261 1,273 1,116 1,095 1,135

            Industrial engineering 5,628 5,467 4,996 4,508 4,679 5,195 5,491 6,205

            Mechanical engineering 10,932 11,608 10,947 10,446 10,876 11,256 11,247 11,763

            Metallurgical/materials engineering 3,180 3,258 3,218 3,319 3,415 3,415 3,352 3,474

            Mining engineering 177 187 208 183 148 173 118 170

            Nuclear engineering 527 598 641 670 733 781 773 782

            Petroleum engineering 554 568 540 527 541 646 646 677

            Engineering, nec 2,583 3,121 3,088 2,955 3,148 3,570 3,458 2,965

    Health 14,343 15,556 16,009 16,181 17,165 17,132 16,201 15,997

        Clinical medicine 5,329 5,722 5,556 5,378 5,807 6,211 5,309 5,465

            Anesthesiology 341 416 387 378 395 304 304 226

            Cardiology 23 22 28 20 21 22 22 20

            Endocrinology 27 29 20 24 21 14 14 16

            Gastroenterology 1 1 6 1 8 14 14 8

            Hematology 1 10 12 7 10 2 2 4

            Neurology
a 1,308 1,310 1,276 1,314 1,368 1,514 797 657

            Obstetrics/gynecology 6 10 4 7 17 22 22 11            Obstetrics/gynecology 6 10 4 7 17 22 22 11

            Oncology/cancer research 85 90 116 141 146 148 112 106

            Ophthalmology 98 135 142 126 120 109 106 1

            Otorhinolaryngology 7 7 5 4 3 3 3 3

            Pediatrics 55 60 57 45 46 49 49 43

            Preventive medicine/community health 2,437 2,513 2,397 2,144 2,515 2,770 2,858 3,241

            Psychiatry 34 24 48 33 31 25 22 25

            Pulmonary disease 3 5 1 14 6 15 15 7

            Radiology 112 130 105 106 104 149 159 165

            Surgery 47 50 41 49 54 24 18 9

            Clinical medicine, nec 744 910 911 965 942 1,027 792 923

        Other health 9,014 9,834 10,453 10,803 11,358 10,921 10,892 10,532

            Dental sciences 811 918 1,010 833 782 743 817 816

            Nursing 1,315 1,445 1,398 1,422 1,617 1,478 1,471 1,402

            Pharmaceutical sciences 1,299 1,667 1,690 1,945 2,029 1,780 1,826 1,489

            Speech pathology/audiology 649 663 675 655 710 932 918 927

            Veterinary sciences 542 539 540 566 609 554 654 631

            Other health, nec 4,398 4,602 5,140 5,382 5,611 5,434 5,206 5,267

na = not applicable; data were not collected at this level of detail. ne = not eligible; data were not collected for this field prior to 2007.

nec = not elsewhere classified.

a In 2007, GSS-eligible fields were reclassified, newly eligible fields were added, and survey was redesigned to improve coverage and coding of GSS-eligible units. "2007new" 
presents data as collected in 2007; "2007old" reflects data as they would have been collected under 2006 methodology. Science fields "communication" and "family and consumer 
science/human science" are newly eligible. Data for these two fields are only in 2007new. Science field "multidisciplinary/interdisciplinary studies" is also newly eligible; these data 
may have been reported under other fields before 2007. "Neuroscience" is reported as a separate field of science in 2007new; these data were reported under health field "neurology" 
in 2007old and previous years. "Architecture" is reported as a separate field of engineering in 2007new; these data were reported under "civil engineering" in 2007old and previous 
years. See appendix A, "Technical Notes," for more detail.

SOURCE: National Science Foundation/Division of Science Resources Statistics, NSF-NIH Survey of Graduate Students and Postdoctorates in Science and Engineering.


